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100% 
of pupils indicated 

that they had enjoyed 
the day.

What is Fun in the Forest?
At Fun in the Forest, staff and pupils take part in a range of sustainability workshops 
which:
• Demonstrate the importance and benefits of learning in the outdoors.
• Provide teachers with practical ideas for sustainability / environmental education 

that they can implement back in their schools.
• Bring different schools together, providing a forum for them to discuss their 

current sustainability practice and share ideas and experiences.
As a result, they inspire both pupils and teachers, leading to an increase in the 
quantity and quality of sustainability, environmental and outdoor education taking 
place in schools.

About the events
Fun in the Forest events were held at Westonbirt Arboretum, the Slimbridge Wetland 
Centre (Sustainability at Slimbridge) and the Oakraven Field Centre. 

Thanks to our hosts:

97% 
of pupils would 

recommend these 
events to other 

children their age.

93% 
of pupils rated the 

events as either very 
good or excellent.

100% 
of teachers would 

attend another Fun 
in the Forest event in 

the future.

100% 
of teachers would 
recommend Fun in 
the Forest events to 

other schools.

97% 
of teachers rated the 
events as either very 

good or excellent.

 “Promotes outdoor literacy, 
maths, science etc. in a way that 

all children can access.”

 “The event clearly 
demonstrated the value of 
outdoor learning and an 

appreciation of what it offers.”

“You get to learn about 
the environment and you can 

make a massive improvement to 
your own school and outside of 

the school as well.”

“I learnt how the 
environment gives so much for 

us. Everyone had great fun and it 
was a great experience meeting 

pupils from other schools.”

What took place?
These three events were attended by 150 pupils and 46 members of staff from 30 
Gloucestershire schools. Primary, secondary and special schools were represented.
At each event, schools attended 3 interactive workshops from a choice of 4 or 5. They 
also took part in a plenary session which provided them with the opportunity to share 
ideas and experiences. Across the three events, 7 different workshops were delivered.

Pupils were asked to describe the event in  a single world. The bigger the word, the more 
times it was used.

Project evaluation
The figures displayed in this booklet are the results of pupil and staff surveys. These 
surveys were completed by 137 pupils and 35 members of staff, giving an 88% 
response rate.



Shelter Building
Pupils worked in teams to design and 
build a shelter using natural materials. 
They were encouraged to use a range of 
problem-solving skills and the workshop 
provided teams with the opportunity to 
be creative whilst developing their co-
operation and communication skills.  

“The children really 
enjoyed the shelter building 

and the interaction with 
children from other schools 

was invaluable.”

“My best bit was 
building the shelter because it 
gave us a chance to show what 
we can do and work as a team.”

Sally Morley
Environmental 

Educator

100% of teachers and 
95% of pupils rated the ‘Shelter 
Building’ workshop either very 

good or excellent.

Exploring pond life
This session offered pupils a great opportunity 
to catch and identify freshwater life. Through 
doing so, they investigated several themes, 
including:
• Life cycles and reproduction
• Body parts and movement
• Food webs

“Pond dipping linked well to 
the science curriculum.”

“My best bit was 
pond dipping because I caught 

lots of interesting bugs and 
creatures I didn’t know about.”

100% of teachers 
and 94% of pupils rated the 

‘Exploring pond life’ workshop 
either very good or excellent.



Close Encounters
Pupils took part in a series of activities 
focusing on exploring wildlife habitats 
through the 5 senses. The emphasis was 
on hands-on and close-up encounters 
with plants, soils and animals using a 
variety of equipment to enhance the use 
of the senses.

“It was very hands 
on and we can take the 
ideas back to school.”

“My best bit was the 
hearing gun machines because 
I have never used one and it 

was adventurous.”

100% of teachers and 
94% of pupils rated the ‘Close 

Encounters’ workshop either very 
good or excellent.

Energy Explorers
Pupils explored what we use energy for 
and where it comes from. They learnt 
about the link to climate change and took 
part in practical activities showing what 
we can do to use less energy as well as 
how plants can help to reduce the effects 
of climate change.

“Energy  is a current 
topic and it made the children 
think about the why as well as 

the what.”

“My best bit was 
learning about electricity 

because I got to be the earth and 
I learnt some really cool things.”

100% of teachers and 
88% of pupils rated the ‘Energy 
Explorers’ workshop either very 

good or excellent.



Managing Woodlands for Wildlife 
Pupils explored the potential impact of 
humans, positive and negative, on the 
woodland environment. They learnt 
about the conflicts associated with the use 
of woodlands for people, tree products 
and wildlife and how woodlands can be 
managed sustainably. 

“The children really 
thought about how we use 

wood and the effects of cutting 
down trees without replacing 

them.”

“My best bit was the 
woodland management because 

you got to build your own 
woodland, spot things and learn 

about nature.”

100% of teachers 
and 87% of pupils rated the 
‘Woodlands for Wildlife’ 

workshop either very good or 
excellent.

Hedgerow Harmony
In this practical introduction to ‘citizen 
science’ surveys, pupils identified and 
recorded hedgerow plant and animal 
life. They added their site results online, 
contributing important data to this Opal 
survey.

“We will be able to 
take the experience and info 

back to our school.”

“My best bit was 
exploring the hedges because 
we got to find mini-beasts”

Outdoor 
Learning 
Solutions

90% of teachers 
and 67% of pupils rated the 

‘Hedgerow Harmony’ workshop 
either very good or excellent.



Waste and Recycling Treasure 
Hunt
Pupils took part in a treasure hunt to 
discover what we’re leaving behind and the 
impact we’re having on the environment. 
From this, they learnt some important 
messages about resource depletion and 
what they can do to help.

“It made us think 
about the things we throw away 

and how we can change our 
lifestyles to reduce, re-use and 

recycle things.”

“My best bit was the 
treasure hunt because we saw 

how long it took for materials to 
decompose and what they turn 

into.”

Teacher feedback 

“A really good team building experience for the chilren and a great 
opportunity to learn about their environment.”

“The event encouraged learning outdoors and the application of 
learning in context.”

“An enjoyable way to learn some science knowledge from doing 
rather than just being told.”

“A fun-filled day with practical hands-on learning.”

“A really engaging way to teach children about important issues.”

“The event clearly demonstrated the value of outdoor learning and 
an appreciation of what it offers.”

Pupil feedback

“It is great to be outdoors and not be on x-boxes and 
playstations.”

“I learnt how the environment gives so much for us. Everyone had 
great fun and it was a great experience meeting pupils from other 

schools.”

“If you’re not afraid to get your hands mucky, it’s great!”

“I feel much more important at the end of the day now as an 
eco-councillor.”

“I learnt to speak to different people.”

“I learnt to work better in a team.”

84% of teachers and 
63% of pupils rated the ‘Waste 

and Recycling Treasure Trail’ 
workshop either very good or 

excellent.



Looking to the future
With these events having proved to be so successful, we are now seeking funding to enable 
them to run again in 2016. If your organisation might be willing to contribute funding to 
enable this to happen, please contact us using the contact details below.

Want to find out more?
To find out more about Fun in the Forest events or the work of the Gloucestershire 
Environmental Education Partnership, please contact:

Mark Stead
Chair – GEEP

Project Manager – Education
Severn Wye Energy Agency
marks@severnwye.org.uk

01452 835068

How were the events funded?
The events were able to be offered free to schools as a result of funding secured from 
the Cotswold Conservation Board and the Ernest Cook Trust. This is important because 
pupils are increasingly unable to take part in off-site outdoor education due to the costs 
of entrance and transportation. Therefore, we thank both funders for enabling these 
events to be offered free of charge.

Gloucestershire Environmental Education Partnership (GEEP)
Fun in the Forest events are run by the Gloucestershire Environmental Education 
Partnership (GEEP) in association with the South West Learning for Sustainability 
Coalition (SWLfSC). GEEP is a group of organisations offering support to schools and 
other educational groups in the field of sustainability education.
By bringing together the expertise and resources of each organisation, we are able to offer 
support in all aspects of this sustainability work - see www.geep.org.uk. The SWLfSC 
is a Community Interest Company of over 130 organisations and individuals across the 
South West of England. Coalition members share expertise in sustainable development, 
education & learning - see www.swlfsc.org.  


