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In May 2016 we returned to the West of England for our fifth Your Green Future event.

We were joined again by some familiar 
faces of the business world; and were 
delighted to welcome back Ecotricity, 
BuroHappold, South Gloucestershire and 
Stroud College and Skanska, as well as 
many new faces from Rolls Royce, Western 
Power Distribution and Spirax Sarco all of 
whom kindly gave up their time to support 
the event.  

Over the 2 days hundreds of students 
worked alongside businesses. Together 
they addressed a series of real business 
challenges, details of which can be found 
in the ‘Day to Innovate’ section of this 
brochure. The following ‘Proof it works’ 
section shows how Your Green Future not 

only has a great impact on students and 
teachers but that the businesses involved 
find they really get something out of it too.

Your Green Future highlights the 
importance and possibilities that 
partnership working can bring about - 
you can find out about our partners on 
the Local Delivery Team page. Notably 
however, our partnership with the 
University of West of England gave us a 
fantastic opportunity to work with their 
students, who were not only able to 
develop their own skills and links with  
local businesses, but provided role  
models for the school students  
considering further education.

Your Green Future
Welcome to Severn Wye’s

Core Sponsor: Hosted by:

A fun and interactive STEM event where you have 
to sell your sustainability ideas to secure funding 
from the government, banks and charities! Helps 
sharpen presentation skills and appreciate your 
work a lot more when you remove yourself from it 
for a day - sustainable job satisfaction! 
Rolls Royce



Your Green Future
What’s it all about?

Your Green Future is an interactive event which engages 
school students with a low carbon economy, and their 
potential role in creating this through their career choices.

This isn’t just a careers event; 
it’s so much more than that.  
Each event sees hundreds 
of 12 to 18 year olds work 
with businesses in a series 
of creative activities which 
investigate the changing face of 
business, from local sustainable 
business models to cutting 
edge technologies.

The project emerges from the 
background challenges of 
youth unemployment, STEM 
skill shortages and, the need  
to develop a low carbon, 
resilient economy.

Overall, Your Green Future 
seeks to support the local
community to become a 
sustainable environment in 
which businesses flourish, 
communities thrive and 
individuals have the opportunity 
to reach their potential.

Details can be found at:  
www.yourgreenfuture.org.uk 

Who we’ve engaged with?

of students 
learnt new 
things at 
The Event

97%
12 events

129 Schools

2965 STUDENTS

261 Businesses

run across the South West 
and Midlands.

have attended the events.

aged 12 to 18 years old 
have attended events  
with their teachers. 

have supported the events.



West of England Local Delivery Team 
We were pleased to return to the West of England to deliver our fifth  
Your Green Future event in the area for schools across South Gloucestershire, 
Bristol and Bath & North East Somerset.  
When:   17th and 18th May 2016
Where:  University of the West of England, Department of Architecture & the Built Environment 

Student Stats?Who attended?

In order to deliver the Your Green Future event in the West of England and 
ensure it met local needs, Severn Wye Energy Agency set up and worked 
closely with a Local Delivery Team.

A place where students 
and their teachers 
can interact directly 
with local green 
businesses on all 
subjects surrounding 
sustainability.
Ecotricity

394 

28 

16 

55%  
Male

45%  
Female

12 -18 years olds

businesses and organisations 
bringing 65 representatives

Schools from Bristol, South 
Gloucestershire & North Somerset 

A big thank you should also go to the many Rotary and UWE Student 
volunteers who helped out over the 2 days.



Photographers Acknowledgement
Rich McDonough  
richmdphotography.co.uk 
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The photos and feedback statistics may not be reproduced, distributed or modified 
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Thanks to the businesses 



Develop products fit for 2026

Manage waste & resources

Plan our Future energy

Discover careers in sustainability

Your Future CITY

innovate with technology

Engaging workshops

A day to innovate 
A creative programme 
Inspirational speakers, interactive workshops 
and an opportunity to make higher education 
and industry connections.



What happened 

Speakers
Each day was introduced by our inspirational key speaker 
Alison Watson, Managing Director of Class of Your Own  
and her student helpers from Cirencester Deer Park School and 
Stratford upon Avon School.

Drawing on experience from her own student days, Alison vividly 
demonstrated the link between the subjects the students are 
studying now and how these can be applied to their working lives.

“At school, I enjoyed maths, especially the problem solving aspects, 
but could never see an exciting real world application; then I 
discovered the construction industry quite by chance, and suddenly 
all those equations and trigonometry made perfect sense.”

Career Pathways Exhibition 
Hosted by: Oakgrove Associates

In a nutshell 
All students spent time in the Career Pathways Exhibition and were 
set the challenge of interviewing the many diverse organisations 
exhibiting. This included finding out about the organisation, 
the diversity of sustainability related jobs and to consider this 
information against their own interests, talents and aspirations. 
Students were also able to speak to education and training 
providers, providing them with an awareness of pathways into jobs.

“At the event I most enjoyed  
exploring what different jobs  
are involved in creating a  
sustainable future”
Student

It was interactive and insightful. Students had 
the opportunity to have hands on workshops led 
by industry experts. This was supported by a 
showcase of leading local and national employers 
who spent time talking to students about their 
companies, opportunities and careers.
Teacher



Workshops
Your Business Future 
Develop retail products fit for 2026
Delivered by: Just Ideas Sustainable Solutions

Thanks to Lush and Pukka Herbs for providing 
the workshop prizes

In a nutshell
Teams of students worked with 
successful businesses to develop 
fashion and food items of today into 
products fit for 2026. Each team 
entered their product into the Future 
Retail Awards, and voted for the most 
sustainable entry, in terms of people, 
planet and profit.

Overall, students gained an 
understanding of the choices, the 
opportunities and the challenges of 
putting environmental, social and 
economic sustainability at the core  
of business.

KinetiClothes - there were a number 
of amazing ideas that adapted 
everyday clothing into sources of 
kinetic energy meaning the more 
you moved, the more energy you 
generated, thereby providing a plentiful 
source of renewable energy for 
charging phones.

H2Go - the production of a large 
family sized car that is built almost 
exclusively from recycled materials 
and uses water supported by solar 
panels to power it.

Scrub a dub dub - a new type of 
exfoliating facewash that uses salt 
rather than microbeads.

One thing I have learnt One thing I learnt about sustainable businessesQ Q

(I enjoyed…) working within 
groups to help guide their decisions 
and challenge some of their current 
concepts and notions of how the 
world works
The Community Farm

Looking into how ideas will work in 
the future is just as important as how 
they work now.

How growing your own food is better 
for the environment.

Sustainability is really necessary.

(Sustainability…) It’s for the people!

In the future, sustainability is going to 
be a challenge.

(They) can involve anything not only 
engineering but even fashion and 
food and much more.

How certain companies have 
adapted to be more sustainable.

There are many more things to 
being sustainable than just (using) 
renewable energy sources.

WINNERS

enjoyed this workshop
96% of students



Workshops
Your energy Future 
Plan our future energy needs & deliver them today
Delivered & Sponsored by: Severn Wye Energy Agency
Financially supported by: South Gloucestershire & Stroud College

In a nutshell
Students worked in teams, with diverse 
businesses, to develop a sustainable 
energy plan for Snowdonia National Park. 

They investigated different forms of 
renewable energy and considered the 
relative potential of different methods for
reducing consumption, including both 
behaviour change and technical measures. 
Students also considered the types of job
roles that may be relevant when it comes 
to implementing their chosen solutions. 

As a result of working through 
these challenges students began to 
understand that when making decisions 
we must consider a variety of factors; 
environmental, social and financial and that 
a range of solutions will be required as the 
issues are diverse and complex.

What have you learnt about renewable energy?Why do you think it is important to produce and use energy in a sustainable way? QQ

Opened my eyes to different 
views on energy outside  
my normal working bubble.
Neas Energy

There are a vast amount of different 
technologies that can be used to 
produce non-polluting energy.

There are so many different ways to 
make renewable energy.

I did not know about  
anaerobic digestion  
before and I think it is a  
really good idea for  
recycling waste.

Because we are wasting too  
much of it.

We are running out of fossil fuels so 
we need to conserve them or even 
better find a new power source.

To keep our future secure and green!

To try and decrease greenhouse 
gases and problems caused by 
global warming.

It is important because we need more 
energy for the increasing population.

enjoyed this workshop
88% of students



Workshops
Your Innovative Future 
Invest in cutting edge technologies to address today’s challenges
Delivered by: Graphic Science
Supported by: South Gloucestershire & Stroud College

In a nutshell
During this Dragons’ Den style workshop 
leading businesses pitched innovations, 
based on real industry developments to
teams of student Dragons.

After the pitches the Dragons had the 
opportunity to ask questions about 
the innovations, before deciding how 
they would invest their £1,000,000 
worth of funding. Following investment, 
the students offered the businesses 
suggestions on how they could improve 
their ideas.

Overall, students greatly enhanced their 
knowledge on the crucial role of science, 
technology, engineering and maths (STEM) 
in creating a low carbon future.

•   This year saw both Bristol Port and 
South Gloucestershire & Stroud 
College compete for money to tap 
into the power of the Severn for 
electricity generation.

•   Rolls Royce wanted the funds to 
develop a new engine that increased 
the efficiency of air travel.

•   Spirax Sarco wanted to develop 
TurboPower machines for 
manufacturing plants that would  
help them to use their waste  
steam to generate electricity.

The Dragon’s Den 
style workshop 
was fun because it 
felt like you had to 
decide the future. 
Student

“There’s plenty of eco-engineering ideas that 
are yet to be discovered and utilized.”
Student

pitches

left the event with a better 
understanding about what 
engineering is.

85% of students 69% of students
said that the event had made 
them think more about a 
career in engineering.

enjoyed this workshop
92% of students

What I have learned about innovation and sustainabilityQ

Many things can be made  
more sustainable.

Sustainability incorporates social, 
economic and environmental issues.

We should invent something that 
helps the world not damages  
the world.



Workshops
Your Resourceful Future  
Create solutions to minimise waste & sustain resources
Delivered by: InterClimate Network

In a nutshell
During this workshop, teams of 
students took on the role of six local 
organisations. Working with business 
mentors from these companies they 
undertook a series of challenges in order 
to devise a creative solution to tackle a 
real-life waste issue that their company 
was trying to address.

Overall, students gained an understanding of 
the need to reduce waste across major job 
sectors and experienced how different job 
roles can help to make positive changes.

(The students) loved 
making deals in the waste 
management workshop as 
they loved representing a 
real company e.g. Jaguar, 
Aecom etc. 
Teacher

big ideas

What could we do better with our waste resources?What has surprised you about waste? QQ

Put waste in the right bins.

We need to send less food to landfill.

Recycle them and turn them into 
something new.

I think we should design  
things to be economic  
to start with to  
minimise waste.

How much is sent to landfill every year.

How easy and effective it is to save.

You can turn waste food into energy!

There are so many  
recycling possibilities.

It has really opened my eyes  
to how much we needlessly  
throw away.

Team Jaguar Land Rover
Key message: Increase aluminium 
can recycling so they can be used in 
making car bodies.
Solutions: special bin that crushes the 
cans so more can fit in.
Slogan: ‘Tim Can the tin can man. Can 
he crush it, YES HE CAN!’

Team Arup
Key message: Increase the reuse 
of products in particular materials 
that could be exchanged/reused for 
construction of tunnels and bridges.
Solutions: Reuse soil and compost 
to make planting roadways more 
‘land-scapey’. Exchange steel with 
Jaguar Landrover for a 3 month rental 
care and use AECOM concrete to 
build a tunnel in exchange for them 
transporting the soil.enjoyed this workshop

91% of students



Workshops
Your Future city 
Create our future megacities
Delivered by: The Architecture Centre

In a nutshell
Interdisciplinary teams of students 
worked with architects, planners, and 
landscapers in order to think about 
the challenges of future ‘megacities’, 
notably the big question ‘How will cities 
feed themselves in the future?’

The students developed 2D and 3D 
sustainable and creative plans to utilise city 
space’s to grow food more locally. They went 
on to present their ideas to the professionals 
and their peers for design review.

As a result of working through these 
challenges students gained an 
understanding of sustainable placemaking, 
the importance of the built environment 
in tackling climate change, and the 
interconnectedness of cities and how they 
are planned.

At the event I most enjoyed Q

(I enjoyed) seeing how 
the students thought 
of different ways to 
complete the “Your 
Future City” workshop, 
and interacting with the 
students who appeared 
to be genuinely interested 
in a similar career path.    
Skanska, mentor

Designing a building that would help 
to sustain food and would make cities 
greener and overall better.

Using my creativity to try and solve a 
real life problem.

Your Future City because you got  
to be creative and create your own 
eco-model!

The Future City because I could look 
forward to making a better world for 
my family and other people.

enjoyed this workshop
94% of students

big ideas

Multi storey vertical farms - growing 
fruit and vegetables internally and 
externally with a roof top free range 
egg farm.

Living bridges - using city 
infrastructure as vital growing spaces 
eg. grape vines growing on cables of 
suspension bridges. 

Incentivising behaviour changes - 
residents of rented flats receive a rent 
reduction for growing their own food 
on balconies.

Subterranean ‘hobbit’ housing - 
(with solar light columns) maximising 
external land surface for growing vital 
food supplies.



Proof it works 
Delivering the Your Green Future agenda
Your Green Future aims to meet both school and 
business needs, and aligns with a real need to develop 
an understanding of sustainability and to tap into  
new skills. Careful evaluation ensures its quality.  
Take a look at the results! 



Do you know what a low-carbon, 
sustainable future means? 

Q

Developing knowledge, 
prospects and skills 
Through life-like practical and creative activities, and communication with 
professionals, Your Green Future events aim to enhance 12 to 18 year olds 
knowledge, prospects and skills.

Knowledge... 
 of the evolving low carbon,  
sustainable economy

Pre event

Post event

42% Yes

20% No

38% Unsure

89% Yes

5% No

6% Unsure

Prospects... 
improved through a clear view on the current job market and 
training opportunities

Post event opinion

that following the event they have a better 
understanding of the further education 
pathways open to them e.g. university 
courses and apprenticeship courses.

85% of students said

92% of students said
that following the event they have a 
better understanding of the different 
types of jobs that are available to them.

I think the Your Green Future 
event has improved my skills in…

Q

72%  
Communication

81%  
Decision Making

80%  
Teamwork

82%  
Problem Solving

Enhance...  
student’s vocational skills



I really enjoyed the 
day because it showed 
me different job 
opportunities that I 
hadn’t thought of before.
Student

At the event I most 
enjoyed going around 
and learning about 
different job careers and 
colleges and universities 
that help towards the job 
I want.
Student

Q

NGO’s  

32% 61%

energy

89%69%

Land management

79%63%

Event Stats displayed as

Pre
Event

Post
Event

45%

Politics

27%

80%

Waste & water

57%

47%

Fashion

16%

59%

food

27%

83%

Construction

50%

83%

Engineering/Manufacturing

60%

Which industries do you think are involved  
in a sustainable economy?



“My school could do far more with 
regards to recycling having listened to 
people from the recycling industry.” 

Teacher

“I liked the session about planning for 
Snowdonia. It gave a real life view to the 
task, as we often do this on imaginary 
islands etc.” 

Teacher

“I found out about some companies that 
I didn’t know and jobs/courses that I 
didn’t know of.”

Teacher

Developing work  
related learning 
Your Green Future event activities are designed 
in collaboration with teachers to ensure they 
provide real learning. Additionally, events can 
kick start future activity and collaboration for 
schools. Notably, Your Green Future events...

...Link to the National 
Curriculum and a wide 
range of college courses

...Provide ideas and 
inspiration for schools 

“Hugely worthwhile in promoting STEM 
in both further education and careers.  
All students found the sessions  
engaging and there was something  
for every interest and ability.”

Teacher

“A great way of getting students working 
together to think about their future 
and the future of the planet.  Great for 
team working, problem solving and 
presentation skills too”

Teacher

“Four quality workshops, 
great aspirational venue,  
good workshop leaders, 
enjoyable and good  
learning experience.” 
Teacher

felt the event linked well with 
the National Curriculum.

learnt from the event.

83% of teachers

100% of teachers



“An opportunity to promote STEM 
careers to future generations and 
associate your company with the ideals 
of sustainable development.” 

Skanska

“A fantastic day to remind you of the 
innovation and creativity of today’s 
youth. It gives the opportunity to plant 
the seeds of a sustainable future, 
whilst also drawing inspiration from the 
children you mentor. You will also have a 
great opportunity to network with other 
business you may not have had contact 
with, or never heard of before, who are 
working in the same sector. Overall, a 
great and rewarding day.” 

The Community Farm

“A great way to get your company’s 
name out and to inspire the next 
generation to be more green!”

Spirax Sarco 

Enhancing business
Whilst the target audience is schools, through  
active participation the event is a fantastic  
opportunity for businesses to...

of Businesses 
said the event 
was a good 
opportunity to 
promote their 
organisation in 
the local area

86%

...Raise the awareness of and promote their organisation  ...Network with a diverse audience 

the event provided a good opportunity 
to network with other businesses

79% of businesses said

“It was a great way to engage  
with children on matters relevant  
to all organisations.”

Arup 

“A great and mutually beneficial 
opportunity to engage with young 
people and businesses.”

Lemon Gazelle

“A good connection to the next 
generation in industry. A good 
opportunity to meet and experience  
other developing and pioneering 
companies in the area, all of whom  
are interested in a green future.”

Stride Treglown



“This event is great for helping introduce 
a new way of thinking and an introduction 
to how the world of work can work, 
which is very different to how students 
learn and think in a school environment.” 

Your Resourceful Future mentor 

“A unique chance to talk with pupils who 
are on the cusp of making decisions 
for future study - a great time to tell 
them about opportunities in the ‘green 
economy’ which they may never have 
thought of.” 

Centre for Sustainable Energy

Inspire and be inspired
Develop new and unique ideas and undertake market research 

Tap into new skills

“An exciting and rewarding time to get 
a glimpse into the minds of the next 
generation with their views on the 
environment and waste management. 
Their fresh perspective on businesses 
and the environment led to many 
probing questions as to why we conform 
to outdated processes when a new 
approach is often needed.” 

Jaguar Land Rover

the event gave their organisation the 
opportunity to promote the skills they 
need now and in the future

79% of businesses said

“(I enjoyed…) listening to the students 
coming up with some wacky ideas …  
it was eye-opening and made me 
realise how much students are  
under-estimated in their ability  
and ideas for the future.”

Ecotricity

“(I enjoyed…) children’s responses, 
sometimes unexpected!”

Transition Clevedon

“The event was a great opportunity to 
engage with students and talk about 
their skills and interests and where that 
can fit into industry.” 

Spirax Sarco



Get Involved 
Change can happen through education

Between 2016 and 2017, due to the success of our past 
events, and an increasing demand from all our event 
supporters, we plan to further develop and deliver the 
Your Green Future programme.

In order to achieve this aim we would welcome your support. 
Opportunities include:

•   Join a Local Delivery Team  
in order to support Your Green 
Future development and 
delivery, notably ensuring that 
the event meets local needs. 

•   Participate in an event.  
Your organisation can 
support the event’s creative 
workshops by volunteering 
a member of staff to share 
their expertise. You can 
also provide an interactive 
exhibition showcasing your 
company, its initiatives  
and opportunities.

 
•   Sponsor an event.  

Severn Wye works hard 
to raise the funds for each 
event, to enable the schools 
to attend free of charge. We 
would welcome your support 
and opportunities start at 
£700. Sponsorship benefits, 
including brand exposure, are 
outlined on:  
yourgreenfuture.org.uk

of businesses 
would like to 
take part in 
future events

100% Your Green Future is a project by Severn Wye Energy 
Agency, an independent charity and not-for-profit company 
which works for a bright, secure and sustainable future free 
from fuel poverty. www.severnwye.org.uk 

Contacts
Rachel Brain
Head of Education & Training
rachelb@severnwye.org.uk 
01452 835069

Karen Robinson
Project Manager
karenr@severnwye.org.uk 
01452 835060



About Severn Wye
Working for a future free from fuel poverty

Severn Wye Energy Agency is a charity and not-for-profit company. Born out 
of an ambition to end fuel poverty we focus on providing practical expertise 
to help communities become more energy efficient and sustainable. 

We do this by translating strategic thinking into real action, developing projects and 
solutions, offering impartial advice and technical support and, providing training and 
education for people of all ages and backgrounds.  

Severn Wye works in partnership 
with local organisations and authorities to 
bring a variety of benefits to those living 
and working in the West of England.  

Aside from its educational initiatives, 
Severn Wye has a number of projects in the 
domestic sector including its Warm and 
Well programme that has been making 
improvements to the homes of South 
Gloucestershire residents since 2001. 

The scheme has supported thousands of 
householders in reducing their energy bills 
as well as making them more comfortable in 

their homes. Warm and Well also offers home 
visits to those householders struggling with 
their fuel bills and/or those who would simply 
like to save money on their bills and therefore 
work with a wide range of local organisations 
offering advice and support.

It’s work, however, does not stop there, it 
works across a whole range of business 
sectors helping them to install renewable 
energy technologies and cut their fuel bills 
through training, billing analysis, energy 
surveys and ongoing support as well as 
working with communities helping to 
enable and empower those we work with.

Get in touch
If you’re interested in working with us or 
you’d like to talk about how we might be 
able to help you, your business or school 
please get in touch.

We look forward to hearing from you.

01452 835060

info@severnwye.org.uk

www.severnwye.org.uk

@Severn_Wye

Severn Wye Energy Agency is registered in England & Wales
Charity reg no. 1083812   Company reg no. 3830608

Warm & Well have installed 
more than 12,700 energy saving 
measures in more than 8,900 
homes in South Gloucestershire 
since 2001.



students, teachers & businesses 

widening perspectives

Highlighting Prospects

“A chance to bring your knowledge and expertise to 
the minds of young people still exploring meaning in 
the world.” 
Cheltenham Green Doors

“Interactive sessions for students to meet and question 
business experts, use team work and think about their 
own impact on sustainable futures.”
Teacher

“It was an eye-opening event”
Student

© 2016 by the author of this brochure (Severn Wye Energy Agency). Severn Wye retains sole copyright to their 
contributions to this brochure.


