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What is ‘Fun in the Forest’?
‘Fun in the Forest’ is an environmental education event aiming to reconnect children 
from urban and economically disadvantaged areas with nature. It’s all about getting 
children away from their phone and computer screens, enjoying the great outdoors.

Over the last 40 years, children have become increasingly separated from nature and 
this is having a negative effect on their health and wellbeing. I’m sure you remember 
climbing trees, building dens and looking for wildlife as a child. Unfortunately, 
today’s children are missing out on these experiences and children from urban and 
economically disadvantaged areas are most likely to miss out.

There is now signifcant evidence that direct contact with nature:
 » Improves mood and helps to combats stress.
 » Increases feelings of self-confidence and self-worth.
 » Helps children to develop meaningful relationships with family and friends.
 » Teaches children about taking risks and making rational decisions.
 » Results in chidren developing a love and respect for the natural world.
 » Results in children being happier, healthier and more creative.

We want to make sure that all children experience these benefits and that’s where ‘Fun 
in the Forest’ comes in. At ‘Fun in the Forest’, staff and pupils take part in a range of 
sustainability workshops which:
 » Promote an enjoyment of the outdoors.
 » Encourage children to get out and experience nature with their families.
 » Encourage children to take some simple steps to help protect widlife and the                 

environment.
 » Provide teachers with ideas for covering aspects of the curriculum through outdoor 

learning. 
 » Encourage teachers to provide further opportunities for outdoor learning in their 

schools.

Thanks to our funder
We would like to thank the Tesco 
Bags of Help scheme for providing the 
funding for this event. Without this 
funding, the event would not have been 
able to take place.



About ‘Fun in the Forest’ 2017
‘Fun in the Forest’ was held at Westonbirt 
Arboretum on Thursday 8th June 2017. The 
event was attended by 64 pupils and 12 
teachers from 9 Gloucestershire schools. Each 
school took part in 3 workshops from a choice 
of 6 that ran during the day.

Project evaluation
The figures displayed in this booklet are the 
result of pupil and staff surveys that were 
completed by 60 pupils and 9 members of 
staff.

Thanks to our hosts
We would like to thank the Forestry 
Commission for allowing the use of 
Westonbirt Arboretum (free of charge) and 
for providing volunteers to provide support 
on the day.



Did the event meet its aims?

How did pupils rate the day?

92% of pupils rated the event either very good or excellent.

98% of pupils enjoyed the event.

98% of pupils would recommend the event to other pupils their age.
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“It’s great fun and we all enjoyed it; it 
was awesome.” 

“I now love going outside 
whereas before I didn’t like going 

outside in the rain and mud. Thanks 
so much for this experience!” 



How did teachers rate the day?

100% of teachers rated the event either very good or excellent.

100% of teachers would attend another ‘Fun in the Forest’ event in the future.

100% of teachers would recommend the event to other schools.
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“Amazing fun in nature with 
plenty of fresh air, lovely people and a 

beautiful venue.” 

“Pitched perfectly for the 
age range. The workshops had great 
pace and a strong balance between 

information and practical activities.” 



Impacts on pupils

95% of pupils learnt some simple things they can do to protect the environment.
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88% of pupils said they will now do more at home to help protect the environment.
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89% of pupils said they are keen to get out and experience nature with their 
families following the event.

“I learnt how to protect the 
environment and one simple 

way is to turn off lights when I 
am not in the room.” 

“I learnt that keeping the 
environment healthy and clean 

is vital.” 

“It keeps phone addiction away 
and is a good way to be with 

family.” 
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100% of teachers gained ideas for covering aspects of the curriculum through 
outdoor learning.

100% of teachers gained ideas for practical activities they can run back at their 
schools.

89% of teachers said they will provide further opportunties for outdoor learning in 
their schools following the event (1 (11%) was a TA and not in a position to be able to 
do so).
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“I believe in promoting the idea 

of sustainability and outdoor learning. 

These activities today were excellent at 

communicating these ideas.” 

“I believe in promoting 
outdoor learning. These 

activities today were excellent at 
communicating these ideas.” 

“Some great ideas to use back in 
school” 

“It was great for the pupils 
to be able to learn maths 

outdoors. This is something I 
will take from today’s event” 

Impacts on teachers



Additional teacher feedback 

“The sessions were 
presented in a clear, informative 
way and the enthusiasm of the 

presenters was evident.” 

“A fun, practical event 
which had an environmental 

message. The students had fun 
and enjoyed every minute..

“Even I learnt things.” 



Additional pupil feedback

 “It is a great way to learn 
whilst having lots of fun. It can 

also help children and adults bond 
more and gain friendship.” 

“It’s different from school. It’s 
fun but you’re still learning.” 

“It is not a place to be bored.” 



Close Encounters
Pupils took part in a series of activities 
focusing on exploring wildlife habitats 
through the 5 senses. The emphasis was 
on hands-on and close-up encounters 
with plants, soils and animals using a 
variety of equipment to enhance the use 
of the senses.

“My best bit was ‘Close 
Encounters’ because I got to see 

a woodpecker up close!” 

“I enjoyed the bird watching because 
it was calm and joyful.” 

100% of teachers and 
96% of pupils rated the ‘Close 

Encounters’ workshop either very 
good or excellent.



Energy Explorers
Pupils explored what we use energy for 
and where it comes from. They learnt 
about the link to climate change and took 
part in practical activities showing what 
we can do to use less energy as well as 
how plants can help to reduce the effects 
of climate change.

“My best bit was 
‘Energy Explorers’. It was 

really fun looking at all the cool 
gadgets.” 

“I learnt that the 
environment is important and we 
can make the environment much 

better if we stop wasting energy and 
turn off power when we’re not using 

things.” 

100% of teachers and 
96% of pupils rated the ‘Energy 
Explorers’ workshop either very 

good or excellent.



Whatever floats your boat
Pupils worked in teams to design toy 
boats using recycled materials and power 
them using solar energy. They discussed 
the benefits of different designs and 
tested their boats to see which designs 
worked best.  

“It was really fun being able to do 
your own design.” 

“My best bit was design-
ing our boat because we had to 

work in a team and think hard about 
how our boat would float and where 

the solar panels would be.” 

Gail Black
Independent 

education consultant

100% of teachers and 
94% of pupils  rated ‘Whatever 

floats your boat’ either very 
good or excellent.



Get it together
This carousel of activities provided 
opportunities to develop team building 
and problem-solving skills through a 
series of thought-provoking challenges. 
Communication and co-operative working 
proved key to solving these.

“I learnt that life is better 
when you work 

together.” 

“A really good chance 
for the children to get outside 

and work together.”

Gillian Traverse
Outdoor Learning 

Solutions

100% of teachers and 
93% of pupils rated the ‘Get it 
together’ workshop either very 

good or excellent.



Evolution, classification and 
inheritance 
Pupils matched plants to adaptation 
metaphors, searching for these adaptations 
within the tree collection. They played 
the ‘sock swap’ game to explore how 
plants pass genetic information from one 
generation to the next.

“I learnt that moss and algae 
were some of the first plants on 

earth.” 

“We learnt about trees and 
there were amazing activities.”

100% of teachers 
and 72% of pupils rated the 

‘Evolution, classification and 
inheritance’ workshop either very 

good or excellent.



Maths among the trees
Pupils were provided with opportunties 
to apply their mathematical skills outside 
in the woods. They worked together to 
measure, collect data and apply their 
directional skills to create a trail for others 
to follow.

“I learnt that 
compasses are not boring, they 
are really fun because you can 
do lots of activities with them.” 

“Some great ideas to use back 
at school.”

Sally Morley
Outdoor Learning 

Conultant

83% of teachers and 
71% of pupils  rated ‘Maths 

among the trees’ either very 
good or excellent.



Looking to the future
With the event having proved to be so successful, we are now seeking 
funding to enable it to run again in 2018. If your organisation might be 
interested in sponsoring this event, please contact us using the contact 
details below.

Want to find out more?
To find out more about Fun in the Forest events or the work of the 
Gloucestershire Environmental Education Partnership, please contact:

Mark Stead
Chair – GEEP

Senior Project Manager – Education
Severn Wye Energy Agency

Gloucestershire Environmental Education Partnership (GEEP)
Fun in the Forest events are run by the Gloucestershire Environmental 
Education Partnership (GEEP). GEEP is a group of organisations offering 
support to schools and other educational groups in the field of sustainability 
education.

By bringing together the expertise and resources of each organisation, we are 
able to offer support in all aspects of this sustainability work.  

www.geep.org.uk 


